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Our Shining Stars

Asia International Mathematical Olympiad 2013

Asia International Mathematical
Olympiad 2013 which was held in Taiwan
involved 11 participating countries from
Asia. Out of 15 contestants from Singapore,
Tan Wei Xuan and Lim Jinyi from Class 3E
represented Qifa Primary School.
Wei Xuan outperformed the rest of the
contestants from Singapore, and clinched
the ‘Star of Asia’ award and a Gold award
while Jin Yi won a Merit award.
Congratulations to both Wei Xuan
and Jin Yi for bringing glory to Singapore
and to Qifa Primary School!

Below is an interview with our star winner, Tan
Wei Xuan.
Interviewer: Why did you take part in the
competition?
Wei Xuan: I wanted to challenge myself and
make new friends at the same
time.
Interviewer: How did you feel before the
competition?
Wei Xuan: I was nervous because I thought
the questions would be very
difﬁcult.
Interviewer: So how did you feel when the
results were announced?
Wei Xuan: I was elated. I did not expect
myself to perform so well.
Interviewer: Good job, Wei Xuan. Who do
you want to thank?
Wei Xuan: I want to thank my family
members and teachers for their
help and greatest support.
Interviewer: Now, tell me. What do you want
to be when you grow up?
Wei Xuan: When I grow up, I want to be a
Mathematician because I want
to create new Mathematical
symbols!

BIG DAY OUT
@RESORT WORLD
SENTOSA

Ewan Sean Macrae from 5E
who played the lead role ‘Troy’
in the high school musical at
Big Day Out @Resort World
Sentosa

Tiger Cubs Golf
Championships 2013

27th YMCA Plain English Speaking Awards (PESA), 2013
Nyla Putri Mohd Esman from Primary 2E has indeed made the
school proud. She has won the Silver Honour Roll & the Audience’s
Favourite Speaker Award for the Lower Primary Category during
the 27th YMCA Plain English Speaking Awards (PESA).
Below is an interview with our star winner, Nyla Putri Mohd
Esman.
Interviewer: Who helped you to select the story?
My mother helped me to write the story, ‘Booo’ and
Nyla:
I gave her some additional ideas.
Interviewer: What is your favourite part of the story?
I loved the part when Booo chased after my mother.
Nyla:
Interviewer: What were the qualities that helped you win?
Hard work and discipline! I needed good memory
Nyla:
skills too!
Interviewer: Now, tell me, what are some of the books you enjoy
reading?
I enjoy reading books on animals because I can learn
Nyla:
new facts about them!

Ernest Wong from Primary 3A
won a Gold award for Division
D Boys in the Tiger Cubs Golf
Championships 2013 @National
Level
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Qifa Celebrates Teachers’ Day with STYLE!

To celebrate Teachers’ Day on 5th September 2013, teachers,
pupils and parent volunteers of Qifa Primary came together
to hold a concert.
There were ﬁve charming and eloquent emcees to host
the concert. The school principal, Mrs May Wong, gave an
opening speech. Qifa Talents’ performances were spectacular!
The melodious and soothing voices of the participants ﬁlled
the air. It was ecstatic! Much to the delight of the audience,
the invigorating Primary 1C Stomper put up a wonderful
performance.
The main highlight of the event was the cake cutting session.
The beautiful cake was a gift from our Parent Support Group
to thank all the Qifa teachers for their hard work.
The celebration ended on a high note, with the presentation
of the ‘Most Caring Teacher’ awards. Congratulations to Mrs
Jayanthi Rao, Mrs Chow Meng Yoon and Mrs Loh Kah Yen.
They had walked the extra mile for their pupils and won the
hearts and support of many pupils.
As part of the school’s Teachers’ Day celebrations on

5th September, our School Advisory Committee (SAC)
generously hosted the teachers to a sumptuous Teachers’ Day
dinner at Harbour Front. The theme for that night was ‘Nerds
Night Out’ and a number of our staff sportingly dressed up
according to the theme. Everyone let their hair down for that
night and enjoyed themselves to the fullest.
“The concert was a blast. I
particularly enjoyed the KidsRead
performance as I ﬁnd that it is
very meaningful as a platform
to boost the conﬁdence of the
children, and they really rose to
the occasion.”
Mrs May Wong-Tan,
Principal

Staff Bonding @Gardens By The Bay
The haze ﬁasco in June failed to deter the Qifa family. It
got to us once but we emerged from that ordeal shaken
but triumphant – thirsting to go on our learning journey to
Gardens By The Bay.
On 9th September, the Qifa family was raring to go. With
everyone togged out in their lovely red
Qifa family top, everyone was ready
to conquer both the ﬂower and cloud
domes. Did the beauty of the ﬂowers
from the various parts of the world
enthrall us? Did the mist coupled with
the appropriate placement of ﬂora and
fauna mystify us? The answer would be a
resonating “YES!”
Plants like the mother-in-law’s cushion
and tongue had us in stitches as we dared
one another to take up the ‘throne’.
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As we soaked in all the beauty of nature brought under ‘one
roof ’, we could not help but marvel at nature’s many treasures.
All too soon, the learning journey came to an end and we had
to bid adieu to Gardens By The Bay. Sufﬁce to say many of us
would be making a return trip to revel in all that natural glory and
goodness.
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West Coast Garden Kampong Night

West Coast Garden Kampong Night was held on
Saturday, 7th September 2013, after months of planning and
preparations by the organising committee of West Coast
Garden Neighbourhood Committee. Qifa Primary School
had the privilege of participating in this event.
This signature event is organised for the second time with
the main aim of reigniting the kampong spirit. As such, the
‘kampong folks’ from West Coast gathered and had a great
time bonding through food and fun activities. The Adviser
to West Coast Grassroots Organisations, Minister of Prime
Minister’s Ofﬁce and Second Minister for Home Affairs &
Trade and Industry, Mr S. Iswaran, graced the occasion as the
Guest-of-Honour.
Since the theme of the event was ‘Asian Food Festival’, there
was an amazing spread of Asian food. For the fun element,
residents played games like Laser Gun Battle, Bouncy Castle
and other kampong games. Freebies such as popcorn, candy
ﬂoss and ice cream were also given away. Families took photos
during the photo shoot.

The ‘Kampong Night’ provided an opportunity for some of
our Qifa pupils to help out at the stalls. They also promoted
and created more awareness for Interest Groups (“IG”) such
as Citizens on Patrol and Gardening IG. Finally, they took the
opportunity to distribute ‘Qifa Bagman Returns’ ﬂyers to the
community to promote our collection of used school bags for
the needy pupils in West Coast.
Bookmarks with environmental awareness messages were
made and sold at $2 each to raise funds for the Children’s
Cancer Foundation. The pupils sold about 69 bookmarks and
raised a total of $138 during the event. At the end of the day,
it was a meaningful event enjoyed by all.
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Singapore Japanese School Exchange Programme
On July and August 2013, Qifa
Primary School, in collaboration with the
Singapore Japanese School conducted
an exchange programme to provide our
pupils with the opportunities to befriend
their international counterparts. This is
in line with the holistic development of
the child through the course of primary
education. Through the programme,
the pupils were placed in an unfamiliar
setting and exposed to a different
culture. This allowed our pupils to be
conﬁdent speakers and good team
players.
Our pupils were all
jittery about their ﬁrst
meeting with the Japanese
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school pupils. They exchanged name
cards and were pleasantly surprised
by how their new friends warmly
welcomed them to their school. With
much fun and laughter, all the pupils
created lanterns which were displayed
on a tree. Language was no barrier as
they gestured to each other and wrote
wishes.
When it was our pupils’ turn to play
host to the Japanese pupils, they were
ﬁlled with eager anticipation. This time
they had a game of ‘Win, Lose, Draw’ and

the traditional game of ‘Pick-up Sticks’.
They waved their hands frantically in an
attempt to get their Japanese
friends to understand them;
they frowned when their
attempts failed and they
broke into laughter when
they succeeded. Finally
an hour of excitement
was over and pupils
gathered to thank one
other. The memorable
event helped pupils
to become more
aware of the Japanese
culture.

S U S TA I N E D PA R T N E R S H I P S

Educational cum Cultural Immersion Programme to Bangkok, Thailand
31st May to 4th June 2013
A group of 28 pupils, led by four
teachers and Vice-Principal, Ms Uma,
made Qifa’s maiden visit to Thailand
during the June holidays. The ﬁve-day
and four-night cultural and educational
immersion programme began at the
city of Ayutthaya, Thailand’s ﬁrst ancient
capital, and one of UNESCO’s World
Heritage Sites.
The stay in Kanchanaburi was
especially memorable as pupils were
taken to the various historical war sites,
with echoes of the past still reverberating
all around. Visits to the Bridge over

River Kwai, the JEATH museum and the
Hell Fire Pass, to name just a few places,
helped the pupils to understand the
impact of World War 2 on the locals.
The highlight of the visit was the
school immersion at Anubanphibunwes
School in Bangkok where pupils were
given a brief introduction of the school
and attended a Science lesson. After
lunch, they took part in a few hands-on
activities such as making of garlands,
Thai dessert, toys and simple ﬂutes. The
warm reception the pupils received from

their peers in the school was returned
during a souvenir exchange segment. In
fact, for many of them, e-mail addresses
were also exchanged so as to continue
the special friendship they forged during
the visit.
The pupils’ rich yet varied
experiences were then presented to
their peers in Primary Four and Five
during an assembly programme in
Term Three, with a web-conferencing
segment via SKYPE integrated within
the presentation.
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Educational cum Cultural Immersion Programme to
Malacca, Malaysia
In September 2013, the Primary
Four pupils embarked on their ﬁrst
overseas learning journey to Malacca! It
was a deep and rich learning experience
for them as they visited various places of
interest such as Kampong Cantik, Baba
Nonya Museum, Taman Mini Malaysia
and Zenxin Organic Farm. Besides
participating in the hands-on sessions
during the cultural activities such as
batik painting and top spinning, the
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pupils also learnt to appreciate the rich
culture and history of Malacca through
the interesting stories told by their

animated guides. When asked if they
would like to go on future trips, pupils
responded with a resounding “YES!”.

ROGRAMMES AND LEARNING JOURNEYS
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Primary One Learning Journey @Singapore Zoo
Our Primary One pupils participated in a Learning Journey to the Singapore Zoo on 30th
September and 1st October. The key objective was to learn interesting facts about the animals
at the zoo. The activity booklets which were specially designed by our Primary One teachers
had interesting inter-disciplinary tasks that kept our pupils engaged throughout the trip.
The pupils who visited the Zoo on 1st October had an additional treat when Singapore
Zoo invited them to see their beloved polar bear, Sheba. The bear, that had died of old age
last November, was preserved by a taxidermist and was shown to the public for the ﬁrst time
on 1st October. Our pupils had an interesting session learning more about polar bears in their
‘Snow’ & Tell session. The news about Sheba and a photograph of our pupils with the bear
made it to the front page of The Straits Times on 2nd October 2013.

Primary Two Learning Journey @Singapore Philatelic Museum
The Primary Two pupils set out on their ﬁrst museum trip to the Singapore Philatelic
Museum during the ﬁrst week of Term 3. Our young minds were exposed to a wide range
of stamps and other philatelic collectibles from various countries. Pupils learned about
the world’s ﬁrst stamp and how stamps act as a window to the world. The most interesting
exhibits were the “talking” Penny Black and stamps made of unusual materials such as
gold or wood. It was fascinating to view stamps that are fragrant and/or glowed in the
dark!
The “Spice is Nice” exhibition that traces the voyages of discovery, spice trade and
life in early Singapore was both interesting and informative for our pupils. At the Snake
and Ladder exhibition, pupils learnt that snakes have poor sense of hearing and cannot
move backwards. Pupils had an enjoyable time when they had a chance to crawl inside a
gigantic life-sized skeleton of a snake.
The Primary Two teachers became in-house guides when they conducted “The
Amazing Heritage Trail” for pupils at the Heritage Room. In this gallery, pupils viewed
many exhibits that were used by our forefathers and learned more about our culture and
heritage. The visit was certainly an eye-opening experience for our Primary Two pupils.
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Primary Three Learning Journey
@NEWater Visitor Centre
During the month of September, the Primary
Three pupils visited the NEWater Visitor Centre.
It was a particularly enriching experience for
both the pupils and teachers. It allowed them
to understand the different ways our country
uses both innovation and technology to harvest
water in our water scarce landscape.
Pupils were given a short introduction to
the facility and were taught the importance of
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water conservation and self-reliance
in providing the resources to our
population. The most interesting part
of the learning journey had to be the
point where each individual pupil got
to play the role of an investigative
scientist. Equipped with pristine white
lab coats, yellow safety helmets and
digital touch pads, pupils went through
a series of challenges where they used
the interactive guides to ﬁnd answers
to the problems addressed to them on
the mobile application found on the
issued iPods.
Our inquisitive pupils took on the
tasks with eager minds and with a little
help from the facilitators.They had great
fun learning the processes needed to
turn waste water into drinkable water.

Primary Three Learning Journey @Jurong Bird Park
During the Primary Three Learning
Journey to the Jurong Bird Park,
everyone enjoyed themselves and at
the same time learnt more about the
vast collection of birds available.
This learning journey is a platform
for the pupils to apply the skills learned
during English Language, Mathematics,
Science, Information Technology and
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Project Work. The integration of these
subjects resulted in the creation of
their very own postcards. Pupils learnt
how to write their own recount (English
Language), weigh, measure, calculate
and purchase items (Mathematics),
identify parts of birds and their
adaptations for survival (Science), use
Microsoft Word for the creation of

postcards (IT) and apply group and
social skills (Project Work).
We were delighted with the support
that our parents gave to the school. The
number of parent volunteers actually
exceeded what the Primary Three
teachers required. We hope to see more
of such enthusiasm and support for our
pupils’ learning in the years to come.

RAMMES AND LEARNING JOURNEYS

Primary Four Heritage Tour to Chinatown, Kampong Glam and Little India
This year the Primary Four pupils
embarked on heritage trails to
Chinatown, Kampong Glam and Little
India and experienced the untold
stories behind the streets and landmarks
of Singapore. The pupils discovered
Singapore’s history, arts and culture and
more of the various ethnic groups while
on the various trails.
As the pupils walked around the
streets of Little India, they discovered the
eclectic mix of Hindu temples, Chinese
temples, mosques and churches. They
also walked around the Little India
Arcade which is housed in a cluster
of shophouses
which dates back
to 1913. It was
renovated into
a shopping place
in the heart
of Little India
and houses “all

things Indian” under one roof.
In Chinatown, pupils learnt about the
ﬁve-foot-ways that are a unique feature
of shophouses which were mandated
by Sir Stamford Rafﬂes in his building
plans for Singapore. They served not
only their original purpose of providing
sheltered walkways but subsequently
became places of business where
traders could ply their goods and sell
their services.
Pupils were intrigued by the new
places and thankful for the knowledge
that they had acquired.

Primary Five Adventure Camp
The Primary 5 Adventure Camp
was held from 23rd September to 25th
September 2013 at MOE–Labrador
Adventure Centre. It was organised
with two twin objectives in mind: ﬁrstly,
to provide opportunities for our pupils
to discover themselves by overcoming
their fears and learning to be self-reliant
and secondly, to get our pupils to enjoy
the outdoors.
The camp programme certainly
provided many opportunities for selfdiscovery. For many, it was the ﬁrst
time they slept, ate, played and worked
collaboratively with their school mates
without their parents. They learnt to
wash up after all their meals, keep their

bed and room spick and span, and they
learned how to serve others and look
out for one another. Pupils had a go at
the many high rope elements, which
allowed them to address their fears and
overcome the challenges ahead.
The heritage trail and hike to
Labrador Park exposed our pupils to

the great outdoors. Pupils discovered
the diversity of fauna and learnt about
the bunkers used during World War
Two. The camp was packed with funﬁlled activities and it ended with a
campﬁre on the second night. Pupils sat
around the blazing ﬁre and enjoyed the
communal spirit of singing and dancing.
It was certainly an enriching experience
for our pupils.
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Adam Khoo Motivational cum Study Skills Workshop
The school engaged Adam Khoo
Empowering Youth Company to
conduct a two-day workshop which
was followed by two booster sessions
during Term Three for the Primary
Six pupils. The main objective of the
workshop was to help Primary Six pupils
prepare for their Primary School Leaving
Examination (PSLE) with determination
and conﬁdence.

During the workshop, pupils learnt
skills on how to take up challenges
positively and motivate themselves to
work harder. They also mastered ways to
boost their self-esteem and conﬁdence
and enhance their study habits and
learning styles. Pupils were also exposed
to some strategic preparation skills for
the school Preliminary Examination and
PSLE.

The main highlight of the workshop
was the meet-the trainers-session which
involved the parents, teachers, pupils and
trainers. The session allowed the pupils
to communicate better, strengthen their
bonding with their parents and gain
their support and understanding so as
to enable them to reach their desired
goals.

Cyberwellness
Cyberwellness refers to the positive
well-being of Internet users. It involves
an understanding of the risks of harmful
online behaviours, an awareness of how
to protect one and other Internet users
from such behaviours. There are two
basic principles behind cyberwellness
activities and programmes – ‘Respect
for Self and Others’ and ‘Safe and
Responsible Use’.
In Qifa, the pupils were involved
in various activities and programmes
which put them through a learning cycle
– sense, think and act. This learning
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cycle aims to get pupils to internalise
the principles of cyber wellness and
promote proper use of the internet.
This year, the Information and
Communication Technology department
focused on cyber bullying. The school
conducted mass talks during preassembly periods to create awareness
and enable the pupils to identify the
risks of harmful behaviours online. Real
stories were shared to highlight the
harmful effects of cyber bullying. The
effects on victims and possible reasons
behind cyberbullying were highlighted.
With that awareness, pupils were
expected to think of ways to manage
such risks as well as protect
themselves from the dangers.
Following the talks, the
Cyberwellness Ambassadors
conducted activities in the
canteen to spread awareness
about cyberbullying among
pupils. They rallied the pupils
to take a pledge against
cyberbullying, and to express
their stand by designing miniposters and slogans.

AND LEARNING JOURNEYS

Aesthetics Mural
The Aesthetics Department had the
privilege of meeting a special guest from
Canada. Ron Steven, a renowned artist,
visited schools with his friends from Asian
Geographic Magazine to spread the
message of marine conservation. Our
school was even featured in the MayJune (2013) edition of the magazine!
Ron came with his bag of little
tools called ‘dip-sticks’ and beautifully

painted art works. Both teachers and
pupils spent a delightful afternoon
with him, learning a painting technique
called ‘Dots’. He brought them to a huge
wall beside the hall, that was specially
painted blue. Under Ron’s guidance and
encouragement, Art Club members and
teachers used acrylic paint to paint sea
creatures using the ‘dots’ technique that
Mr. Ron introduced. Do come by to
view the ﬁnal piece!

W1 Reading Fiesta 2013
The W1 Reading Fiesta 2013 held
on 13th August 2013 at Qifa Primary
School was targeted at the Primary One
and Primary Two pupils of the West 1
Cluster primary schools. The event
was organised to promote reading as
a fun-ﬁlled activity and to inculcate the
lifelong habit of reading. It showcased
the various schools’ English Language
Reading Programmes and Activities,
allowing exchange of ideas on
promoting reading. The National Library
Board (NLB) also set up games booths
featuring fun reading-related activities,
manned by Qifa’s very own reading
ambassadors, parent volunteers and
teachers.

205 Primary One
and
Primary
Two
pupils from Qifa and
90 Primary One and
Primary Two pupils from
Clementi, Henry Park
and Nan Hua Primary
Schools
participated
enthusiastically in the
event. The participants visited various
booths to complete their ‘Reading
Passports’, which they could exchange
for a mystery gift upon visiting a total of
six booths.
Highlights included the Primary
One and Primary Two Storytelling
Competitions on the theme of Fantasy.
Qifa’s Primary One and Primary Two

storytellers emerged as the respective
champion, each winning the ﬁrst prize
of a $20 book voucher, trophy and a
certiﬁcate of participation. There was
also a costume parade for Qifa’s Primary
One and Primary Two pupils. Winners
received attractive book prizes for their
efforts to dress up as their favourite
fantasy characters.

11

T PROGRAMMES AND LEARNING JOURNEYS
N
E
M
H
C
I
ENR

Stage Trouper Performance 2013
As part of the school’s Effective Communication Programme, the Primary
Two pupils were specially trained by Mr Philip Schooling (Vocalizer) in a 20-hour
course in Semester One.
On 18th July 2013, the pupils were ready to put up a Stage
Trouper Performance for their teachers, parents and friends.
Excitement ﬁlled the school hall on this special day as the Primary
Two pupils assembled with their costumes and props. Parents
waited in anticipation as they came early to show their
support.
The school hall bustled with praise and enthusiastic
applause from the audience for the pupils’ engaging
performances. The Primary Two pupils have forged strong
friendship bonds, displayed greater conﬁdence in speaking
before an audience and were more expressive in their
communication at the end of the 20-hour-course.
The successful Primary Two Stage Trouper
Performance was made possible by the parents’ continual
support, the pupils’ enthusiasm, Mr Philip’s training and the
teachers’ guidance.

Primary One & Two FAME Day
In line with ‘Teach Less Learn More’ MOE Initiative, FAME
Day 2013 was organised for the Lower Primary pupils in May and
September 2013. FAME day is a day where pupils are involved in
Fun Activities integrating Mathematics and English language.
FAME Day activities provided opportunities for pupils
to explore and experience Mathematics using authentic reallife situations. Pupils were encouraged to infuse Mathematics
in their everyday lives and deal with the subject conﬁdently. It
also provided an enriching Mathematics experience to enable
our Primary One and Primary Two pupils to have a ﬁrst-hand
experience in solving a variety of problems using techniques
involving Heuristics and Mathematics thinking skills.
Primary One and Primary Two FAME Day activities were
designed and created by a group of Mathematics teachers.
Pupils were given an activity booklet that aided them at the
ﬁve stations. Each station focused on selected Mathematical
concepts. Pupils were encouraged to construct meaning out of
complicated Mathematical concepts and, at the same time, make
connections to real-life situations.
The pupils enjoyed the FAME Day activities that have
enabled them to see Mathematics from a different perspective.
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C E L E B R AT I O N S A N D C O M M E M O R A T I O N S

Children’s Day Celebration 2013
Children’s Day was celebrated
with a myriad of colours and bountiful
laughter on 3rd October 2013. It was a
long awaited event that was prepared by
teachers and parent volunteers of Qifa.
From the many cute owls adorning the
traditional white banner to the variety of
performances presented on the day of
the celebration, the pupils of Qifa were
hypnotised and entertained.
The show started with a starstudded music video starring the
teachers of Qifa. Mrs Wong graced
the celebration and delivered the
Children’s Day Speech. Our very own
school technical assistants, Mr Kevin
and Ms Maryam, surprised us with their
rendition of ‘Boyfriend’ by Justin Bieber
but renamed the song ‘Super Hero’. The
Mother Tongue teachers took the stage
next with an interesting short skit which
they wrote to entertain the pupils.

A puppet video was recorded for
Children’s Day this year, featuring six
mysterious teachers playing and singing
as puppets. From what we observed,
it was a big hit with the pupils! The
Angklung performers ﬁlled the hall next
with their sweet and melodious notes as
we swayed from side to side, enchanted
by their rhythmic tinkering. Our very
own ‘MacTeachers@Recess’ thundered
on stage next, full of adrenaline, with
their own version of ‘Jump Jam’ routine
accompanied by the song, ‘Super Star’.
It was such a rare sight!
Next, all of us sang the song,
‘Semoga Bahagia’, led by our music
teacher. And what better way to celebrate
Children’s Day than to dedicate special
messages to our pupils in a video. The
pupils of Qifa giggled and bubbled with
laughter as they walked back to their
classes when the concert was over.
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C E L E B R AT I O N S A N D C O M M E M O R A T I O N S

Racial Harmony Day 2013

Racial Harmony Day falls on 21st July. This year, pupils had the opportunity to learn
more about different ethnic weddings.Teachers spent hours setting up fascinating wedding
booths. The main highlight of the booths was the display of mannequins adorned with
ethnic wedding costumes. It certainly added authenticity to this year’s theme, ‘Celebrating
Singapore’.
The song ‘Voice of Harmony’ was our theme song in commemorating Racial Harmony.
During the pre-assembly programme, pupils sang the popular childhood song, ‘The More
We Get Together’ in four main languages, led by our parent volunteers. They learnt to
appreciate the different languages through the singing of songs.
Traditional games, such as picking marbles using chopsticks,
congkat, chapteh and ﬁve stones, were featured during Racial Harmony
Day. Pupils were also challenged to balance a round disc with a metal
rod on the ground at one of the games station. The aim was to get the
disc to travel as far as it could. The henna painting was the most popular
activity which attracted a large crowd of pupils who formed a beeline at
the henna painting station.
Parents of our lower primary pupils were invited for the event
to join their children in the activities. Lower primary pupils rushed to
lay their hands on the limited supply of gum bubble tubes and straws.
They huffed and puffed as they competed with one another to blow the
biggest bubble. It was certainly an enjoyable way to celebrate Singapore’s
cultural diversity as a school community.

National Day & Hari Raya Celebrations 2013
This year’s theme for the National
Day Parade (NDP) 2013 is ‘Many Stories...
One Singapore’. Everyone has a story to
tell and these stories deﬁne who we
are as an individual and collectively as a
nation. It invites everyone to remember
and share the stories that make us who
we are and how we identify ourselves
as Singaporeans.
At Qifa, we commemorated this
event with the marching-in of the
national ﬂag by our Scouts and Brownies.
Our pupils sang the national anthem as
the ﬂags were raised. This was followed
by recollections and recitation of the
pledge. The National Day message was
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read by our Principal, Mrs Wong. The
pupils swayed their handmade ﬂags
as they sang the National Day songs
proudly.
After the National Day Observance
Ceremony in the hall, our lower primary
pupils proceeded to their respective
venue for their Sports Carnival while
our upper primary pupils stayed in the
hall to enjoy the concert items.
Our CCA groups such as the
Angklung, choir, Malay dancers and
Guzheng put up a splendid performance
to commemorate both Hari Raya
and National Day. The highlight of the
event was when our school leaders

participated in a Hari Raya Dance item
organised by Attri Dancers Foundation.
Mr Roger Jenkins was also invited for a
story-telling session on this year’s theme:
Many Stories, One Singapore. One of
the concert segments included our
P5-P6 pupils designing their personal
ﬂags to express their aspirations for the
future of Singapore.
The concert ended when all our
performers came together to sing
the ﬁnale song ‘In a Heartbeat’. ‘Many
Stories... One Singapore’ was a theme
which united all Singaporeans to
celebrate the uniqueness of Singapore.

A E S T H E T I C S @@@ Q I F A
Aesthetics Week

Guzheng Ensemble Performance
@West Coast National Day Dinner

Art Fringe activity during recess

SYF 2013 Talent Showcase

Chinese Dance Performance
@Char Yong National Day Dinner

Miguel Pinon from
Class 6B emerged
as the winner in the
Judges’ Choice for
the Solo Category
in the Singapore
Festival
Youth
Youth Got Talent
2013 contest

I T ’ S T I M E T O TA N G O A N D E A T H E A L T H Y
Inter-class
Volleyball
Competition

Philips Project
MACkidz Zumba

Lower Primary
Sports Carnival

Philips Project MACkidz
Cooking Session
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Qifa Announcements

Qifa Carnival

Farewell

We bade farewell to Ms Elis Tjandra who left for
Melbourne, Australia to pursue her Masters degree.

Bundle of Joy!

We congratulate the following teachers on the birth of
their baby boys:
•Ms Candice Chen •Mdm Yu Kuon Len •Mdm Caroline Chan

Welcome

We extend a warm welcome to the following new
staff:
Miss Yap Kar Wei and Ms Cheong Xuan Yin Serene
who have joined the Chinese Language department, Ms Siti
Zaﬁrah Binte Mohamed Zefri, who has joined the Malay
Language department, Mr Chan Koon Wah Ian, who is
teaching Physical Education and Mathematics and Ms Poo
Shue Jun, Allied Educator for Learning Behavioural Support.

Wedding Bells

Our heartiest congratulations to the following brides:
• Ms Chen Yingru • Ms Ng Seow Hwei • Mdm Zalina

Kids Quiz
Hi children!
See if you can solve the following crossword puzzle related to our school!
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On 15 February, we celebrate Total ___________
_____ Day.
One of the sports CCA in Qifa where you need a
bat/paddle/racket to play.
The Qifa _______________________ is held once
every two years.
Our Principal’s name is Mrs _________________.
One of our Vice-Principals is Ms _____________.
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The acronym for our school values is __________
_________.
Ms ______________ is one of our Vice-Principals.
Qifa is situated at West Coast _______________.
________________ is a CCA in Qifa.
We celebrate ____________________ Day every
year on August 9.
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