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Welcome Note On Our New Principal: Mrs May Wong-Tan
On 17 September 2012, we received
an addition to the Qifa Family, Mrs
May Wong-Tan. She joined our school
as a vice-principal upon completing
a milestone leadership course. In
December 2012, the school bade
farewell to Miss Debra Saw and she was
succeeded by Mrs May Wong-Tan as the
Principal of Qifa Primary School.

Mrs
Wong
completed
her
postgraduate studies in Curriculum,
Pedagogy and Assessment (with
Distinction) at the Institute of Education,
University of London, under the MOE
Postgraduate Scholarship for full-time
overseas studies in 2010. After her
studies, Mrs Wong joined Fairﬁeld
Methodist School (Secondary) as their
Vice-Principal.

We Will Miss You, Miss Saw!
Ms Debra Saw served as a principal
in Qifa Primary School from Year 2008
– 2012.
With Mr Lam Decha dressed up as a
trishaw man, Ms Debra Saw was ushered
into the hall on a trishaw with a standing
ovation. The school prepared a farewell
concert for her.

It was a tearful farewell for all.
Colleagues, parent volunteers and
pupils prepared gifts and cards for their
dear principal who was leaving for CHIJ
Nativity.
We will miss Ms Saw’s beautiful smile,
spontaneity and jovial laughter. We wish
her all the best in her new school.

Mrs Wong has taught
in a range of secondary
schools and served stints
at
the
Examinations
Division (before it became
a statutory board called the
Singapore
Examinations
and Assessment Board) and
the Curriculum Policy and
Pedagogy Unit in MOE’s
Curriculum Planning and
Development Division. These
experiences have equipped
her with critical skills and
attributes to lead Qifa Primary
School to the next level.
We welcome Mrs Wong
to the Qifa family.

New Appointments
& New Staff

The school would like to
congratulate Ms Uma on her new
appointment as our second Vice
also
ld
wou
Principal (Academic). We
t
like to welcome to the managemen
of
d
Hea
,
team Mrs Sia Siong Ling
ly
Department for Science previous
and
ool,
Sch
from Henry Park Primary
d
from within Mr Nur Haqam, Hea
and
ics,
thet
of Department for Aes
Mrs Jasmin Chua, Level Head for

Mathematics.
In addition, we would like to extend
a warm welcome to the following new
staff:
Ms Chan Yuet May, an experienced
teacher from Zhangde Primary, Ms
Germaine Jiang who has joined the
Chinese Language department, Mdm
Punitha, Allied Educator for Aesthetics,
e
Ms Aﬁra Fairuza, ofﬁce administrativ
lar
ricu
Cur
Coclerk and Ms Nurulain,
1
Programme Executive.

GETTING TO

P1 Orientation Day 2012

It was our pleasure to welcome the batch of 2013 Primary One pupils to our Qifa
Family. The Primary One Orientation Programme was held on 19 November 2012
with an array of activities which included a school tour, a story-telling session and an
exhibition on Character and Citizenship Education.
While our new batch of pupils was participating actively in the Orientation
Programme, their parents were treated to an invigorating Qifa Chinese Drum Troupe
performance in the hall followed by the Principal’s Address on the policies and core
programmes of the school.
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O KNOW YOU

Networking Sessions 2013

In the earlier part of the year, parents from all levels were invited to the
school for a Networking Session. The purpose of the networking sessions
was to forge closer partnerships between parents and the school.
Our principal made an opening address to all parents. She shared
details of the school’s strategic directions and programmes for 2013. The
parents were then invited to the classrooms to meet up with their child’s
Form & Co-Form Teachers.
The sessions were fruitful for both parents and teachers.
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First Day of School 2013
Our Primary One pupils started their ﬁrst day of school on Wednesday,
2nd January, 2013. Many of them came to school accompanied by their
parents.
The pupils assembled in an orderly manner and learnt how to go about
taking the pledge before being led to their classrooms by their respective
form teachers.
During recess, the Primary One pupils were accompanied by their
Primary Two buddies who taught them what they needed to know and do
in the canteen, just as they themselves were taught by their buddies when
they were in Primary One the year before.
It was certainly delightful to see the buddies assuming their role of
mentoring a younger schoolmate seriously despite the fact that some of
the mentees were much taller and bigger than them!
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AROUND THE WO

Immersion Programme with Anubanphibunwes School (Bangkok)
Qifa Primary School received a
team of 17 pupils and 3 staff members
from the Anubanphibunwes School,
Bangkok, Thailand, from 21 – 25 January
2013. Our Primary Five pupils had the
privilege of playing hosts when the
Thai pupils joined them during their
weeklong classroom experience.
A group of Primary Five pupils
also gained invaluable experience
from being a buddy to their overseas
friends. There was a rich exchange of
experiences, cultural practices and
ideas. Our teachers also put together a
showcase featuring Singapore’s unique
culture. Our guests had a splendid
time when they attempted Chinese

calligraphy, had their hands painted with
henna, as well as tickle their taste buds
and savour our spread of traditional
delicacies.
It was an enriching week for our
pupils as well as our guests. Our pupils
had gained a wealth of knowledge
about Thailand and its culture while
our guests from Anubanphibunwes
School soaked in the cultural richness
that Singapore has to offer, as well as
the invaluable classroom experiences.
What an enriching and memorable
experience it was for all!

Visit from Beijing Schools
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On the 30th January 2013, Qifa welcomed an entourage of
principals, teachers and pupils from two schools from Beijing, 北京市东城
区青年湖小学 and 东四九条小学. The day started with our visitors joining
our pupils in the ﬂag raising ceremony. After a welcome speech by our
principal, the Beijing pupils were led to the Primary Five and Primary
Six classrooms for their classroom experiences. Meanwhile, the school
leaders engaged in conversations to better understand the education
systems in both countries. This was followed by a school tour for the
Beijing school leaders. The day’s programme ended with a mini concert
including performances put up by our Beijing visitors, and an exchange of
gifts and souvenirs between our Qifa pupils and their Beijing buddies.

ORLD IN 80 DAYS!

Cultural Immersion Cum Community
Involvement Programme to Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam
(17th to 21st November 2012)

6 teachers and 34 pupils from
Primary Five and Primary Six classes
participated in the school’s ﬁrst
educational trip to Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam from 17th to 21st November
2012. The programme aimed to expose
pupils to the Vietnamese culture,
history and environment through visits
to historical sites and to a Vietnamese
primary school. This was also Qifa’s ﬁrst
overseas service learning experience
for staff and pupils. CIP activities
included opportunities for interaction
with children in a privately-funded

Vietnamese orphanage and planting of
mangrove seedlings at Can Gio Nature
Reserve.
Qifa staff generously donated
stationery items and children’s books
to the orphanage. Cash donations from
Qifa staff were also used to purchase
necessities such as rice, cooking oil
and milk for the orphans. Some of the
orphans were physically and mentally
handicapped as they were victims of
Agent Orange, a chemical used by
American armed forces to ﬂush the
Vietcongs out during the Vietnam War.
The pupils returned to Singapore
feeling very grateful for their good
health, loving families and comfortable
lives. They were also glad that they had
learnt many valuable lessons through
their service learning and site visits.

5

IT’S TIME TO

Qifa Celebrates Lunar New Year with Acrobatic Lion Dance
On the 8th of February 2013,
teachers and pupils of Qifa Primary
came together to usher in the Snake
Year. The melodious sound of guzheng
signalled the start of the event as well as
the celebratory mood. The school sang
along to the heartwarming choruses of
various Lunar New Year songs, spreading
the festive mood to all.
The Choir, Chinese Dance
and Angklung put up wonderful
performances, much to the delight
of the audience. The most exciting

performance was from the Chinese
Acrobatic Lion Dance Troupe. They
performed daredevil acrobatic stunts
that left the audience awed. A scroll with
the Chinese characters “Smooth Sailing
in Every Endeavour” was presented to
our Principal.
The celebration ended on a high
note, amidst an invigorating drum
performance put up by our very own
Chinese Drum members.
Wishing all an awesome and
prosperous Year of the Snake!

SCOUTS & BROWNIES

SCOUTS FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATION 2013 – OFF FOR A HIKE!
BROWNIES THINKING DAY CELEBRATION 2013 @ GARDENS BY THE BAY
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CELEBRATE!

Prize-Giving cum Honours Day 2012

Our school gave recognition to
pupils, staff and stakeholders during
the annual Prize Giving Ceremony
and Honours Day which took place
on 15 and 16 of November 2012
respectively. Pupils were awarded prizes
for academic achievements such as Best
in Class, Levels, Subjects and Progress
and they were recognised for all-round
development and demonstration of
school values such as Best in Conduct,
Outstanding Pupil Award and CCA/
Sports Awards.
The Honours Day kicked off with a
ceremonial march-in of prize recipients
upon the arrival of invited guests
including our Cluster Superintendent,
members of the School Advisory
Committee (SAC) and parents.
The ceremony was opened by
Ms Debra Saw, who delivered her last
school report for 2012 as the Principal
of our school.

Various performing arts groups
demonstrated their talents during the
ceremony starting with the Guzheng
and Angklung ensemble serenading
the audience with their ﬁnest pieces.
Graceful dancers from the Malay,
Chinese and Indian dance groups, along
with our Stomp and Hip Hop dancers
added to the pomp of the ceremony.
A splendid solo performance
by Miguel Antonio who specially
dedicated two songs to Ms Debra Saw
moved everyone. On the whole, it was a
memorable day that ended the year on
a celebratory note.

International Friendship Day 2013
The theme for International
Friendship Day 2013 is “The World
in Singapore”. This year’s theme
encourages pupils to embrace their
friends from other countries and
most importantly, to make them feel
welcomed living in Singapore.
During the Assembly talk, the
pupils learnt 10 different ways of saying
“Hello” in different languages! Activities
were lined up for the pupils during
recess too. They played Yut, a game
from Korea, Chinese Chess, a game
from China and Sudoku, a game from
Japan. The pupils participated in paper
origami, a favourite handicraft activity
from Japan.

The pupils did a mass dance to the
popular song, “Gangnam Style” by a
Korean artiste. They were also involved
in solving jigsaw puzzles of famous
landmarks, colouring of international
costumes and friendship photos were
also taken for the commemoration of this
special day. The canteen was bustling
with joy and laughter, and it was truly a
day to celebrate friendship, regardless
of race or nationality.
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HEALTHY EXERCISES WITH G

Qifa Sports
Carnival 2013

The PE department replaced the
traditional Sports Day with the Sports
Carnival in 2010 with the main aim of
giving every pupil a chance to participate
in a game to showcase the skills they
had acquired during their PE lessons.
The games were simple yet
challenging. Each pupil had a chance to
represent his or her class in at least two
games. There was a tremendous amount
of team work and class camaraderie
shown by the pupils. The games were
enjoyed by the pupils and staff. The
electrifying atmosphere was ﬁlled
with cheers, banners, pom poms and
placards as classes tried to outdo one
another during the Cheers competition.
Classes had the opportunity to use the
Trump Card to double their points at
any of the 6 game stations. The Sports
Carnival 2013 was a great success!
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GREAT FUN AND LAUGHTER

MACkidz
Working out is great fun, and at Qifa we
model it. Do what we do on a daily basis and
soon you will be able to make new friends
while doing some healthy exercises together.
There are some new kids in town and
we have our own little hideout - The Fitness
Corner and the great outdoors, where we
remind ourselves that working out, can be so
much fun.
Don’t believe me? Check out our principal
in one of the pictures.
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MOBILE
P2 Experiential Learning @Sentosa
Butterfly Park and Insect Kingdom
“A Butterﬂy is Born”!
After reading a story about
butterﬂies from the STELLAR Big Book,
our Primary Two pupils went on an
interdisciplinary learning journey on 29
and 30 January 2013.
During the 1-hour informative
guided tour, our pupils had a fun time
with the butterﬂies ﬂuttering around
them and an opportunity to hold the still
chrysalis. At the Birds Encounter, they
took photographs with the colourful
parrots and fed them some bird food.
Finally at the Insect Kingdom, creepy

Primary 1 Learning Journey to
Pizza Hut @Bukit Timah Plaza
Our Primary One pupils went
on a Learning Journey to Pizza Hut
in April. Working on the theme,
“Food”, which was also aligned to
the STrategies for English Language
Learning And Reading programme
(STELLAR), the teachers planned an
inter-disciplinary learning trail for the
pupils.
The pupils did a Mathematics
and English trail around the mall.
They were guided by their Learning
Journey booklet to explore the
various learning stations there.
At Pizza Hut, the pupils were
shown how a Hawaiian pizza was
made. They also participated in a
Kitchen Tour before settling down for
a delicious pizza or spaghetti meal.
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crawlies such as the stick insect, the
rhinoceros beetle and the leaf insects,
were introduced to our pupils.
These invaluable experiences have
left smiles on the pupils’ faces and given
them a deeper understanding of animals
and insects.
After the trip, the pupils did a Show
and Tell on their favourite insect and are
currently engaged in Project Work on
“Creating a Unique Bird” focusing on
the types of beaks, types of feet and
other interesting features.

E FUN!

Art Learning Journey @Art Science Museum
Members of the Art Club were
thrilled when they learnt that they were
going to the Art Science Museum to
view professional art pieces on display
at “The Art of the Brick” exhibition on
3 April, 2013. The pupils had an hour
of guided tour around the exhibition
hall where they learnt about art display,
colour combinations, artists’ inspirations,
intentions and rationale for their art
creations.
After the guided tour, the two
teachers in-charge brought the pupils
around to take a closer look at the art
pieces pointed out by the guide as
well as other exhibits on display in the

museum. Our pupils had the opportunity
to participate in the hands-on activity on
the use of Lego grid paper and the Lego
framed photographs; tools used by New
York-based artist, Nathan Sawaya.
Both our pupils and teachers
enjoyed themselves and agreed that it
was an informative and engaging visit to
the Art Science Museum.

Learning Journey to Singapore Discovery Centre
and Reflections @Bukit Chandu
In line with this year’s Total Defence
theme “Will You Stand With Me?” our
Primary Five and Primary Six pupils went
on a learning journey to learn about the
importance of defending our nation’s
independence.
On 18 February, our Primary Five
pupils visited the Singapore Discovery
Centre. The visit included viewing a
thought provoking and experiential
exhibition with its dramatic story
interviews. Pupils learnt how Singapore
overcame her trials and crises such as
the Nicoll Highway collapse and SARS.
They learned how Singaporeans stood
together, showed tenacity and resilience.

They understood what it meant to be
united as one.
Pupils enjoyed the special features
of this exhibition which included an
immersive Nicoll Highway recreation and
a series of snapshots of visitors sharing
what it meant to be Singaporeans. An
array of interactive game booths were
also set up to engage pupils in activities
to impart important emergency
preparedness skills.
On 5 and 6 February, our Primary
Six pupils visited Reﬂections at Bukit
Chandu to gain a deeper understanding
of the importance of military defence.
They learnt about the ﬁerce battle

fought by the Malay
regiment against the
Japanese army. Pupils
reﬂected on Singapore’s
heritage of heroism
and
penned
their
thoughts by imagining
themselves as soldiers back in 1942 and
asked themselves a thought-provoking
question, “Would I stay and ﬁght or
run for safety?”. Pupils also wrote their
comments about the signiﬁcance of
military defence. Most importantly,
it served as a reminder for future
generations that everyone of us has a
role to play in total defence.
“I will stay and ﬁght because it is my
responsibility and I love my country.”
Suhaini (6D)
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CHARACTER AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

CCE DAY

As part of our efforts to engage
our pupils in Character & Citizenship
Education (CCE), a CCE Day was
instituted on 14 November 2012. Pupils
from the different levels were scheduled
to participate in various CCE-related
games and activities. Parents and guests
were also invited to view our pupils’ work
when they visited our school on Honours
Day and during the P1 Orientation Day.
In order to provide an interactive
platform, ICT tools like I-pads and
laptops were used during the fun-ﬁlled
day. Pupils were given opportunities
to reﬂect and make sound decisions
through meaningful and authentic ICTenriched activities.
The school hopes to facilitate the
learning of values through these handson experiences so that our pupils will be
able to internalise what they have learnt
and put them into actions.

Commemoration of Total Defence Day
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Total Defence Day was commemorated in Qifa on Friday,
15 February 2013. It began with a presentation in the hall which
took the pupils through what Total Defence is, how it came
about, why it is important and in what way it is related to the
pupils in their everyday lives.
Follow-up class activities reinforced what was learnt during
the presentation.
A simulation of an emergency situation experience for
the pupils was achieved through the observation of
‘lights and fans off’ for thirty minutes and a ﬁre
drill during the later part of the day.
The commemoration of Total Defence
Day drives home the importance of
preparedness because emergency
situations can happen anytime.

DO YOU NEED A HAND?

Raffles Junior Museum Guides
In collaboration with NUS Rafﬂes
Biodiversity Museum, the Rafﬂes Junior
Museum Guides Programme started in
2007. Every year, 20 pupils from Primary
Four and Five are selected by the Science
teachers to be trained as guides. This
year, our guides used iPads to prepare
and write their scripts during their
training sessions. After two intensive
training sessions, the pupils presented
their stations to our Primary Three pupils
at the NUS Rafﬂes museum. The topic
was on the biodiversity of animals found
in Singapore.

The pupils ﬁnd it enriching and
beneﬁcial to their cognitive and affective
development.
As commented by one of our
guides:
“It is a very fun and enriching
experience. I learnt a lot more about
the different animals and their habitats.
Getting the Primary Three pupils to
listen to us was quite challenging too.
Now I realise how our teachers feel
when we do not listen attentively during
lessons.”
Chan Sher En (Pri. 5B)

Reading Ambassadors Training Programme
This year, the English Department
planned a series of activities and
programmes to develop a reading culture
in Qifa. Among them is the Reading
Ambassadors Training Programme which
was held in February 2013. The training

was provided by the National Library
Board for selected pupils from Primary
4 and 5. The trained ambassadors will
conduct story-telling and book sharing
activities during the pre-assembly
sessions, to promote a love of reading

among the pupils. This platform also
gives the pupil ambassadors the
opportunity to develop skills such as
public speaking, decision-making and
thinking on the spot.
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NUMBERS, NUMBERS EVERYWHERE!

W1 Cluster Professional Sharing Day 2013
The W1 Cluster Professional Sharing
Day for Beginning Teachers was held on
1 March 2013 at Nan Hua High School.
It was a day set aside for the sharing
of good practices and brilliant ideas
among the W1 Cluster schools.
The Mathematics department had
the pleasure of having Mdm Siti and
Mrs Ain present the popular P1/P2

Maths
Olympiad
The Mathematics Department
organised a series of Maths
Olympiad training workshops for
selected Primary Three – Primary
Six pupils. Apart from igniting the
pupils’ passion for Mathematics,
the Olympiad training programme
also seeks to enable high-achieving
pupils in Mathematics to undertake
more intellectually challenging and
non-routine questions, leading
up to their participation in the
various National Math Olympiad
competitions.
We are pleased to share the
following achievements that our
pupils have attained in some of
the Maths Olympiad Competitions
held earlier this year.
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interdisciplinary activity, aptly named,
“FAME DAY”. The participants at the
session were enlightened by practical
tips and interesting ideas from our
presenters.
With spontaneous discussions
and invaluable suggestions during the
sharing, it was an enriching session for
everyone.

Rafﬂes’ Institution Primary Maths World Contest 2013
NAME
AWARD
SIDHARTH CHAMBOCHERI VEETIL (P6E)
HIGH DISTINCTION
ZHANG ZIZHONG (P6E)
HIGH DISTINCTION
JUNIOR CATEGORY
23 PARTICIPANTS
18th placing amongst all
participating schools
OPEN CATEGORY
27 PARTICIPANTS
8th placing amongst all
participating schools
Singapore Maths Olympiad for Primary Schools 2013
NAME
AWARD
SIDHARTH CHAMBOCHERI VEETIL (P6E)
GOLD
ZHANG ZIZHONG (P6E)
GOLD
GAO TIANRUN (P6E)
SILVER

CCA AND COMPETITIONS

Volleyball

We witnessed another season of heart palpitating volleyball season from January
to April 2013. The schedule for both zonal and national competitions was tight and
punishing. After a tough ﬁght in the zonal battles, the senior boys, senior girls and
junior boys’ teams managed to qualify for the national tournament. Although the two
senior teams were able to clinch the zonal championship titles, the road ahead was
tough. The opponents were strong in the national round. The junior boys cleared
the preliminary round for the best eight teams. The two senior teams cleared the
preliminary and quarter ﬁnals to get into the semiﬁnals. The senior girls emerged as
National Second while the senior boys clinched the National Third title.
The preparation work and training for the volleyball tournaments is never done.
Right after the national tournament, the junior school teams had to get ready for the
next tournament in July and the following year with a rigorous training plan. We are
proud of our players for their passion, perseverance and teamwork. Their consistent
hard work had brought honour to the school. This would not be possible without the
support of understanding parents and the school. Therefore, we would like to take
this opportunity to thank all for being supportive and encouraging.

Volleyball Results for 2013
Zonal
National

Senior Boys
Champion
Third

Senior Girls
Champion
Second

Junior Boys
Third
Top 8

Scrabble King!

12th Inter-School Scrabble Championship 2013
Our pupils from Qifa Primary
School took part in the 12th InterScrabble Championship this year. Pupils
from Primary Three to Six took part in
Scrabble Competition in both the Team
as well as the Individual Events. Our
Primary Two pupils represented the
school in the Wordsmith Competition.
Competition

Name of pupil Class

Doubles Wordsmith
Category
(Merit Medal)

Claire Chin
Wei Qing

2F
2B

Team Wordsmith Category
(Second Runners-up)

Claire Chin
Wei Qing
Lukesh Kavin
Nathaniel Hsiao
Zheng Feng
Ryan Toh

2F
2B
2D
2D
2G
2G

Senior Bowl Category
(Merit Medal)

Michelle Chung

5E

Senior Bowl Category
(1st Runner-up)

Yu Xuan
Young Kyu
Yin Xuen
Jun Feng
Krystal Chai
Low Tjun Lym
Caleb

6E
6E
6E
6E
6E
6E
5E

The Scrabble Competition provided
an interactive platform for players to
display their ﬁnest behaviours, teamwork
and sportsmanship.
The following teams brought glory
to our school through their victories.
Congratulations to all the winners and
let us continue to do our school proud!
Competition

Name of pupil Class

Junior Plate Category
(Merit Medal)

Shaun Tan

4E

Junior Cup Category
(1st Runner-up)

Yong Rui
Daniel
Shaun
Glen
Andrew
Kevin
Leng Kiat

4E
4E
4E
4E
4E
4E
4E

Junior Bowl Category
(Champion)

Wei Xuan
Zi Jian
Zhi Hang
Yuei Ying
Xin Yue
Xin Tai
Brandon

3E
3E
3E
3E
3E
3E
3E
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QUIZ
WHERE? WHERE? WHERE?
Hi Kids!
How observant are you? Look at the pictures carefully and tell us where you
can ﬁnd them in the school premise. If you have all the correct answers, you may
be our lucky winner!
Your entry must be submitted before 12 July 2013. Write your name and
class clearly on the entry slip and put it into the box labelled ‘Newsletter Quiz’
located at The General Ofﬁce.
Fill in the blanks with the correct letter of the alphabet to indicate the correct place where the pictures are found.

Newsletter Quiz Entry Slip
Name : ________________________________________________

(

)

(

)

Class : _____________________________

(

)

(

A.
B.
C.
D.

)

outside LSM room
inside Khee Fatt Gallery
outside Staff Room 2
Maths Corner

Qifa Link 2013
Mrs Doreen Chan
Ms Pauline Leong
Ms Yap Serene
Mdm Fadillah
Mrs Nanda
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