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TO MR LEE KUAN YEW, WITH LOVE

On 23rd March 2015, the nation grieved when we received news that
Singapore’s first Prime Minister, Mr Lee Kuan Yew, had passed away
peacefully at the age of 91.

Photo taken from
www.seatrade-global.com

Qifa Primary School mourned the passing of our founding father who
had dedicated his life in service to our nation. Mrs May Wong and Ms
Uma shared on the life and contributions of the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew
with the school. They also led a team of pupils and staff to attend the
Lying-in-State at the Parliament House on 26th March 2015. Despite the
long wait under the blazing sun, there was not an utter of complaint
from the pupils.
Pupils and staff from our school paid their tributes to Mr Lee Kuan Yew
by penning their last messages to him. These messages were later bound
into a condolence book and placed at the tribute site outside the Istana.

Pupils waiting to enter the Parliament House.

The following morning, two pupils shared how touched they were when
they witnessed many elderly and disabled members of the public who
had made their way to the Padang to pay their last respects to Mr Lee
Kuan Yew. The pupils were heartened to see many Singaporeans serving
tirelessly, distributing drinks, fans and umbrellas to those in the queue.
Mr Lee Kuan Yew believed that education played an important part in
laying the foundation of nation building. The pupils and staff from Qifa
Primary School will continue to ‘Strive to Excel’ in all ways to do him
proud.
We salute Mr Lee Kuan Yew for his hard work and dedication. As
Singaporeans, we will continue the legacy that he has painstakingly built.

Qifa’s condolence book for the late
Mr Lee Kuan Yew.

Dear Mr Lee,
The world and Singapore has lost a great man.
Your dedication and immeasurable service to the
nation are truly inspirational. Everyone of us will
continue to do our part and strive to keep the
Singapore flag flying high. Do rest in peace.
May Wong-Tan (Principal)
Qifa Primary School

Pupils penning their last
messages to the late
Mr Lee Kuan Yew.
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PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

A CARING HEART, PRIDE IN WORK AND ENTERPRISING SPIRIT
Sentosa Kidz Flea
Twenty-eight pupils and ten teachers participated in the annual Sentosa Kidz Flea
on 16th March 2015 to raise funds for Hospice Care Association. Selected Valuesin-Action monitors and ambassadors, prefects and Art Club members spent their
Saturday afternoon to promote and sell different items at the flea market. Some
items included ‘pre-loved’ toys, books and stationery collected at a donation drive
prior to Kidz Flea. Other items such as balloon sculptures, paper quilling cards and
decorated kites were also sold during the event.
The pupils earned a total of S$720.05 and all proceeds have been donated to
Hospice Care Association.
Through Kidz Flea, pupils were given the opportunity to take on the role
of “entrepreneurs”. They learned and developed life skills such as financial
management and interpersonal skills. Pupils learned that they can contribute to
the society even at a tender age through this meaningful fund-raising event.
A photo with the Principal,
Mrs May Wong.

Setting up the booth to sell the painted kites.

I’m a ‘Young Boss’.

Paper quilling hands-on session.

VIA ambassadors, monitors
and teachers in action!

Balloons sculpting time!

PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

SELF-DISCIPLINE AND RESILIENCE
West Zone Primary Schools Volleyball Championships

Sportsmanship Award presented to
Glen Tan from 6 Exemplary.

Our ex-Qifa volleyball players
coming in as supporters.

The prize presentation on 16th February 2015 at Qifa Primary School
marked the end of the West Zone Volleyball Championships. After a month
of intense competitions, our boys clinched the championships in the senior
and junior categories. Both our girls’ teams came in second.

port

up to sup
Our staff also turned
the players.

The competition season is always a trying period for the players especially for the Primary Six pupils as they have to
juggle intensive trainings and heavy school work. Along the tough journey, our pupils blossomed. They developed
perseverance, sportsmanship and forged strong friendships. They also gained memorable experiences during the
tournament. Ex-Qifa volleyball players came back to support their juniors and shared their Qifa experience. They
exuded a great sense of pride at the achievements of their juniors.
The school is grateful to all the players’ teachers and parents who
have provided them strong and unwavering support all these years.
We can only achieve what we have today with their support.

Results
Zonal

Senior Boys
Champion

Junior Boys
Champion

All smiles with our winning trophies!

Senior Girls
Second

Junior Girls
Second

Our volleyball players in action.
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PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

SELF-DISCIPLINE AND RESILIENCE
West Zone Inter-Primary Schools
Basketball Championships

ering the players
Our teachers are che
as well!

See Leng Kiat from 6
Exemplary
takes a shot!

Well done boys!

The Junior and Senior Boys basketball teams took part in the West Zone Inter-Primary Schools Basketball
Championships in Term 1. It was the first time the Junior boys had taken part in a competitive game. They gained
invaluable experiences playing with teams from other schools.
The Senior boys, on the other hand, took to the courts like “fish to water” in the preliminary rounds and knock-out
stages. They swept their opponents off the courts with scores of 93 – 0 and 86 – 6. They eventually took home 2nd
place, losing their only match against the multi-time winner, Choa Chu Kang Primary School.
The matches were exciting to watch. Our players played with such fervour at the home matches that even our
canteen stall vendors were cheering them on.

National Primary Schools Floorball Championships
In January and February, the Senior Boys from the floorball team participated in
the National Primary Schools Floorball Championships. It was their first competitive
attempt at zonal level and the boys were all ready to soak up the experience. They
played six matches against fierce opponents, the ones who often qualify for the top
8 positions in Singapore.
Nonetheless, our boys were not intimidated by their opponents and gave their best
to chase every ball during the matches.
Our Senior Boys had a final match with Kheng Cheng School. It was a closely
contested match. Qifa won 6-2 and our boys were over the moon although they did
not make it to the Nationals eventually.
The Senior Boys are now mentoring
floorball juniors from Primary Three
to Five. This is to prepare them
mentally and tactically for the juniors’
competition that will start in Term 3. All
the best, boys! Make Qifa proud!

All ears on the coach.

Warming-up before the
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game.

The game begins!

PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

INTEGRITY

Vice-Head Prefects,
Jun Shaun (middle),
.
Head Prefect, Tan Jia
and C. Dharani (right)
Zhang Yi Xuan (left)

Speech by our Principal, Mrs May Wong.

Prefects receiving their badges from
the Vice-Principal, Ms Uma.

Junior prefects marching in smartly.

Prefects receiving their
badges from the
Vice-Principal,
Mr Toh Yeok Gee.

Prefects’ Investiture 2015

The Prefects’ Investiture was held in the School Hall on 16th February 2015. It was a solemn ceremony where the
prefects were inducted into their roles for the year. At the start of the ceremony, the prefects marched into the hall.
The newly appointed prefects from Primary Three were introduced to the school.
The Principal gave a speech to affirm the authority of the pupil leaders while exhorting them to be good role models
for the rest of the pupil population.
The prefects were presented their badges by the Principal and Vice-Principals. The Prefects Executive Committee for
2015 is headed by the Head Prefect, Tan Jia Jun Shaun, and Vice-Head Prefects, Zhang Yi Xuan and C. Dharani.
To end the ceremony, the Head Prefect, Shaun Tan, led the prefects in reciting the Prefect’s Pledge. They pledged to
work as a team and lead by example. The prefects received a rousing round of applause from the teachers and pupils.

Speech by the Head Prefect, Shaun Tan.
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PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

INQUIRING MIND
Primary Six Learning Journey @Bukit Chandu
In conjunction with Total Defence Day, all
Primary Six pupils went on a learning journey
to Reflections @Bukit Chandu in the month
of February this year.
The objective of this learning journey is to
provide a platform for pupils to learn more
about the life of a war hero so that they will
appreciate the sacrifices made by the local
soldiers in World War II.
The pupils went on a guided tour and viewed
interesting exhibits and artefacts at Bukit
Chandu. They also watched a video related
to the Battle of Pasir Panjang.
They were impressed by the valour of the
soldiers who sacrificed themselves as they
fought to defend Singapore during the
Japanese invasion during World War II.

Time for a story-telling

session.

Pupils from
6 Aspiring
listening to the
tour guide.

Before the tour begins...

ning
pupils liste
6 Gracious
dnan
A
t
L
w
o
h
to
attentively
soldiers.
Japanese
fought the

“Lt. Adnan sacrificed his life
for Singaporeans. He fought bravely
during the fierce battle. He was
determined and did not give up easily.
We think he is a real hero. From this, we
know that no one owes Singapore a living.”
M. Samiksha, A. Elizabeth,
Nivideta and Asha (6 Diligence)

6 Caring pupils taking a group photograph at
Reflections @Bt Chandu
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PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

HEALTHY BODY

Cool and steady....

Even the lion head is roped in
class cheer!

during the

The winning cla
ss, 4 Diligence,
presenting
their cheers to
the school.

All the way, 5 Fo

rtitude!

Grooving to the beat!

Upper Primary Sports Carnival
The Upper Primary Sports Carnival is into its fifth year
since it replaced the traditional track and field meet.
The aim of the carnival is to give every pupil a chance
to participate in games to showcase the skills he or she
has acquired during their Physical Education lessons.

5 Aspiring and 5 Benevolent -

We are the champions!

Let me do a slam dunk!

The games played were simple yet challenging. Each
pupil had a chance to represent his or her class in
at least two games. There was great team work and
camaraderie showed by the pupils. Pupils and staff
enjoyed the games. In fact, some classes carried out
extra practices and spent hours preparing for the
Cheers Competition.
The banners, pom poms, props and placards prepared
by the pupils and teachers created an electrifying
atmosphere during the Sports Carnival.
Participants adorned themselves with face
paints, bandanas, hats and masks.
The Sports Carnival was a great success
where everyone was an active participant,
soaking in the atmosphere and giving his or
her all during the event.

Let me see how

far my ‘javelin’

can go!

Winning smiles!
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PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

HEALTHY BODY
MACKidz Rise and Shine Programme
Helmed by the Physical Education Department, Qifa’s Rise and Shine Programme
got off to a rousing start. The MACKiddies were put through their paces, going
through stations that would work on their endurance, speed, flexibility and
coordination. They ran around the school, tackled sprint relays, cleared hurdles
that tested their coordination and hurdling skills and even skipped to keep fit.
With their teachers cheering them on and the MACguides encouraging them, the
MACKiddies breezed through each station. To further support the MACKiddies,
our Principal, Mrs May Wong, ran together with them too. Morning workouts
can be fun!
Time for some skipping!

It is only a matter of time before the MACKiddies will become fitter. Come join us
if you have what it takes to be a MACguide.

Mr Lam Decha helping a pupil with his
stretching exercise.

Let us help you!
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I can jump really high!

Mr Tan Hue and Ms Kwok Huimin ready to
do some skipping together with the pupils!

Our cheerful MACguides!

PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

Chinese Dance members bringing on the festive joy.

CELEBRATIONS AND COMMEMORATIONS

Lunar New Year Celebration
The staff and pupils of Qifa welcomed
the Year of the Goat with a jubilant
celebration. The school invited special
guests from the School Advisory
Committee and Parent Support Group
to join the festive occasion this year.

Our Guzheng Ensemble kicked off
the event with two well-known and
mesmerising
tunes. Performances from
ar!
ar New Ye
Happy Lun
the Chinese Dance, Wushu and Chinese
Drum troupe added to the festive joy. Png Chee Kai and
Samushkova Anastasiya from 3 Exemplary even had their own talk shows. They
were the winners of the 2015 Global Village Children & Youth Bilingual Speech
Competition.

Gu Zheng members performing
a well-known tune.

The audience participated in the celebrations. Pupils sang their hearts out during
a song competition and the Primary Six level emerged the winner!
Lunar New Year Celebrations in Qifa has always been a family event. Our
Principal, Mrs May Wong, and the various department heads spontaneously
participated in a game of orange peeling and they formed auspicious chinese
characters using the orange peels with selected pupils.

Lunch reception with the
School Advisory Committee members.

We can feel the festive joy in the air as we welcomed the Year of the Goat.

Quiz Time! I know the answer!
The Lion Dancers interacting
with the excited pupils.

Always a crowd pleaser - Qifa’s
Chinese Drum players.

ary
QiFa Prim
o
Scho l

9

PROVIDING A HOLISTIC AND VALUE-ADDED EDUCATION

CELEBRATIONS AND COMMEMORATIONS
Total Defence Day
Total Defence Day was commemorated in Qifa on Friday,
13th February 2015. The theme for this year is ‘Because
You Played a Part’. 2015 also marks 50 years of Singapore’s
independence and the formation of the Singapore Armed
Forces (SAF).
The commemoration started off a week before with class
activities where pupils discussed what total defence meant
to them. Their penned thoughts were then displayed on the
Total Defence Day board to be shared with the rest of the
school.
Our people - The Strength of Our
Nation.

This was followed by a presentation in the hall to help the
pupils understand what Total Defence is all about, why it
is important and how it can be applicable in the everyday
lives of the pupils.
Recess activities reinforced what was learnt during the
presentation in the hall. This commemoration would
help remind pupils not to take things for granted and to
appreciate the peace and stability in Singapore.

Quiz Time!

s on
ing puzzle
Pupils solv
s.
n
Ico
Singapore
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Let’s try to recall the
five pillars of
Total Defence!
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Playing a ‘fireman’ in a Civil Defence game.

PROVIDING SUPPORT AND CARE FOR STAFF

QIFA’S NEWBIES (TEACHERS) A to Z!

Qifa welcomed quite a number of new faces this year to our Qifa Family. Let us find out more about these teachers
and their first impression of Qifa in their own words.

Do you know ...

Ms Han Mengshi
Chinese Language Teacher

My first impression
of Qifa was that of an
Aspiring school with good
discipline.
I hope my pupils can
Benefit from my teaching
and develop a love for the
Chinese language.

Mr Chua Peng Swee
Contract Teacher

My interest is in developing
young children to be respectful
and Capable adults, that was
why I took up a diploma in Early
Childhood Education when I was in
Polytechnic.
I look forward to growing as a
teacher with Qifa’s Dynamic and
dedicated team.

As a child, I have always wanted to be
an astronaut because I love Astrology
and thought that it would be an Exciting
career. I envision Qifa pupils to be
Farsighted adults who will never forget
to think ahead.

Miss Silvia Lim
Art Teacher

Talent may be too flattering a word but
I can cook Glorious Singaporean hawker
food like Hokkien Prawn noodles.
Qifa has many Happy pupils and helpful
colleagues. It also has a good mix of
tradition and modernisation. This is
what makes Qifa a unique school.

Mdm Evelyn Gan
Co-Form Teacher
of Primary 3
Aspiring

Mr Toh Yeok Gee
Vice Principal
(Administration)

The most rewarding part about teaching is to see
children Improve in their reading skills. I enjoy
interacting with children and making learning a Joy for
them. Teaching gives me the opportunity to make an
impact and impression on the children.
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PROVIDING SUPPORT AND CARE FOR STAFF

QIFA’S NEWBIES (TEACHERS) A to Z!
Mr Su Yizhong
Form Teacher of
Primary 5 Diligence

“The world of every Qifa pupil will be like
a Kaleidoscope - colourful and magical.”
I believe in being Liberal, accepting
other’s ideas yet remaining firm to one’s
ideology.

Mrs Lisa Chua
Co-Form Teacher of
Primary 3 Benevolent
Subject Head of
Character and Civic
Education (CCE)/
Discipline

Qifa pupils are very
cheerful, helpful and
well-behaved.
I used to work at
Singapore General
Hospital as a Psychologist.
I had to converse with
elderly stroke patients
in dialect. I Realised the
importance of being
multi-lingual as it helped
me to connect with my
patients.

Education has always
been my interest and
through the years, I have
developed a Passion for
teaching. I want to do
something I love and at
the same time be able to
make a difference in our
pupils’ lives. That is just
an amazing equation to
me.

Mrs Jarina Peer
Senior Teacher
Form Teacher of
Primary 5 Gracious

The subject I like most is Science.
My childhood dream was to be
a Teacher, which I achieved only
after I had my second child.
I want Qifa pupils to have
Undaunted courage and love for
learning.
12
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Mdm Ruzi
Form Teacher of
Primary 5 Benevolent

Ms Selene Tan
School Staff Developer
Co- Form Teacher of
Primary 5 Gracious

I love to read but
in this digital age,
I should say I love
reading (print) and
Viewing (any screens
with hypertext and
images). I cannot
seem to stop myself
from reading
anything with words
on it!

PROVIDING SUPPORT AND CARE FOR STAFF

QIFA’S NEWBIES (TEACHERS) A to Z!
Mr Brendan Lim
Learning Support
Programme Teacher

It has always been my childhood
dream to live my life to the fullest
and to challenge myself in all
circumstances because I always
feel Young and energetic.
I fell in love with tennis when
I had my training in National
Institute of Education (NIE).
It’s a great game of grit and
determination. I can be pretty
Zippy when it comes to playing
the game. I never give up!

My aspiration as an educator is to
inspire my pupils the way many of
my teachers inspired me. I hope
the pupils will become Wholesome
individuals, morally-upright, selfdisciplined and trustworthy.
Reading is an almost magical thing.
Sitting down with a good book to
read is like being transported to a
world of your own. Metaphorically
speaking, reading is like water
in the Xylem of a plant being
transported from roots to leaves
and in the midst of the journey,
evoking different feelings.

Mr Kenneth Teo
Subject Head of Physical Education
(PE) & Co-Curricular Activities (CCA)

Qifa Trail Blaze

The date was set for Qifa Primary School’s first-ever trail
on 16th March 2015. On that day, teachers were divided
into six groups before they went on the ‘Qifa Trail Blaze’.
Following the style made popular by ‘The Amazing Race’,
groups were given clues to solve, leading them to their
challenge station.
It was at the challenge station that the fun really started.
At each of the six challenge stations, the teachers worked
together to score as many points as possible, completing the
tasks given to them by the respective station masters. Their
reward at each challenge station was a clue leading them to
their next challenge station.
At each challenge station, the teachers were put to the test acting, singing and solving puzzles, all related to the school.
There were laughter, the pulling of hair, the furrowing of
brows but as everyone gathered back at the Performing
Arts Studio and watched the videos of the different
performances, one thing was clear - everyone had worked
together as a team and had fun doing so.
What was the reward at the end of the session? A jolly good
time and learning about the journey of the school and the
progress we have made. It is our home away from home,
working and having fun together as an extended family.

Having a group
discussion.

You have the correct answer!

The variety of activities arranged
during the Qifa Trail Blaze helped
to promote bonding in our team. I
enjoyed the activity at the Crossword
Puzzle Station the most as it touched
on the importance of Character and
Citizenship Education in Qifa.
Ms Audrey Chew
Form Teacher of
Primary 4 Diligence
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BUILDING EFFECTIVE AND SUSTAINED PARTNERSHIPS

First Day Of School 2015
On 2nd January 2015, Qifa welcomed eight classes of Primary One pupils, all whom
were accompanied by their parents and family members. It is a defining year for
the school as Qifa begins operation as a single-session school.
The Primary One pupils went through an orientation programme for three days
to help them settle in. They were kept engaged in various fun activities and were
taken on a tour around the school by their teachers.
During recess, the Primary Two pupils had the opportunity to play the role of
big brothers and sisters. They accompanied their Primary One buddies and
confidently taught them how to buy their food and where they should be seated.
At the end of their orientation, the Primary One pupils had settled in comfortably
in Qifa, thanks to their teachers and Primary Two buddies.

Making new friends!

Pupils enjoying the
orientation game in the hall.

Buddies and parent volunteers helping the
Primary One pupils to buy their food.

Pupils listening attentively to the
instructions.

Parent Support Group (PSG) Welcome Tea
On 2nd January 2015, Qifa Primary School organised a
Welcome Tea for our new parent volunteers and a total
of 41 parents attended the event.
It was an informal session for the new members to
get to know the PSG volunteers as well as the EXCO
members.
Our Principal, Mrs May Wong, welcomed the new
members. She also introduced the teachers who are in the
PSG team and the PSG chairperson, Ms Serena Lim. Ms Lim shared her
journey as a parent volunteer in Qifa Primary School.

Our SH, Mrs Thena, interacting with
the parent volunteers.

It was a delightful tea
session with great
fellowship and bonding.
The school looks
forward to a wonderful
partnership with our
current and new parent
volunteers.

Time for
some
yummy
food!
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Mrs May Wong interacting with the new parent volunteers
during the Welcome Tea Session.

BUILDING EFFECTIVE AND SUSTAINED PARTNERSHIPS

Supportive parents attending the Networking Session.

Networking @Qifa

Mr Haqam answering some queries from the parents.

In the earlier part of the year, the parents of the pupils across all levels
were invited for a Networking Session.
Parents gathered in the hall where the Principal, Mrs May Wong, kickstarted the event by introducing the key personnel and shared details
of the school’s strategic directions and programmes for 2015.
Following the introductory session, Form Teachers across the different
levels led the parents to their respective classrooms where they
shared on subject expectations and classroom rules. Possible ways
to help their children learn better at home were also discussed and
communicated to parents.
It was a fruitful session for both parents and teachers.
ng the parents.

ssi
Mrs May Wong addre

Mr Tan Hue having a

conversation with the

parents.

Ms Seow Wen Qi explaining some classroom
rules to the parents
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Hi kids!

HOW MUCH DO YOU
KNOW ABOUT SINGAPORE?
LET’S FIND OUT!
If you have all the correct answers to the
Word Search below, you may be our lucky
winner! Your entry must be submitted
before 31 July 2013. Write your name and
class clearly on the entry slip and put it
into the box labelled ‘Newsletter Quiz’
located at the General Office. Have fun!

Qifa Link 2015
Editorial Team:
Mrs Doreen Chan
Ms Yap Serene
Mdm Fadillah
Ms Adeline Chan
Mrs Chow MY
Mrs Jayanthi Rao
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We will be celebrating Singapore’s ______________________ birthday this year.
This year’s National Day ________________ will be held at the Padang.
This year, Singapore will also be hosting the 28th ____________ _____________.
‘Majulah Singapura’ means ‘________________ Singapore’.
7th August 2015 has been declared as a _________________ holiday for SG 50.

Name: ………………………....................................…...........…..… (

)

Class: ……………

